British Society of Paediatric Dentistry
Westminster Health Forum Stephen Fayle, consultant and honorary senior lecturer in paediatric dentistry, called on the profession to deliver consistent messages on dental prevention to parents and professionals working with children, at an event hosted by the Westminster Health Forum in July.
Mr Fayle said that parents need to get the right support and advice while their children were still very young in order to prevent dental decay. What BSPD wants to see in England is for all children to have a dental check by the age of one with delivery of key preventive advice to parents or carers.
Children's oral health was a recurring theme throughout the morning. Some speakers referred to the high number of general anaesthetics (GA) for tooth extractions. Mr Fayle pointed out that whilst the use of GA in dentistry should be restricted to situations where other methods of pain and anxiety control were not suitable, dental treatment under GA remained necessary and appropriate for many children.
The move of dental GA services into hospitals a decade-and-a-half ago, he said, with many services also now being specialist-led, had resulted in considerable improvements in quality of outcome, patient experience and safety. However, waiting times for dental treatment under GA were still far too long in some areas, resulting in
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children suffering recurring episodes of dental pain, infection, and the need for repeated courses of antibiotics.
Mr Fayle also discussed the shortage of paediatric dentistry specialists in England.
New guide for parents BSPD has launched a guide for parents to help them care for their children's teeth. It covers all aspects of oral healthcare for children from birth to age 16 and is designed to correct some of the damaging myths about teeth and help parents get their child's dental health off to the best possible start. The new guide can be accessed at http://bspd.co.uk/Resources.
Conference
The BSPD's 2016 conference will be held on 13-16 September at Leeds Beckett University (www.bspdconference.org). The focus will be on the management of three clinical situations where there is still a need to improve outcomes: traumatised permanent incisors, examining the role of regenerative endodontics in immature teeth; developmental defects, in particular amelogenesis imperfecta; and early childhood caries.
British Orthodontic Society

Guide explains key aspects
The BOS has launched a new guide for all those involved in the care and education of young people who start orthodontic treatment.
Aimed at teachers, youth-workers, school nurses and carers, the guide explains the key doors to provide additional dental services on the day, while encouraging patients to donate to charity. Twenty percent of all profits made were donated to Bridge2Aid.
Dental care in Alaska
Henry Schein Dental UK has donated healthcare products in support of the Alaska Dental Society's Alaska Mission of Mercy, an event that focuses on providing access to dental care for people in need. The event took place in Anchorage in April as part of HSD UK's cooperation with the International College of Dentists' Global Visionary Fund. During the two-day event, volunteers provided urgently needed dental care to more than 1,100 people. aspects of tooth-straightening. It covers the spectrum of questions and issues from types of braces, to the challenges of starting treatment or being teased about braces along with practical tips for musicians and those taking part in contact sports.
It's estimated that one third of young people are eligible for NHS orthodontic treatment and go on to benefit from it. More than 200,000 children and young people start treatment annually in England and Wales with more in Scotland and Ireland and also a small number having private treatment.
http://bos.org.uk/Information-for-Schools/ FAQ-for-Schools 
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